From the book “History of the Farm” by W. J. Hoskins

Featuring a contribution from Phyllis Crossland

Photo: Hunshelf Hall in 1953, with newly erected Dutch barn.




Two West Riding Farms

the fact that they both lie in the West Riding of Yo’t'l'_xz e; ¢
(Hunshelf) lies high up the Don valley where steep-sided

But they have certain other features in common, m :
this is really the only excuse for bringing them together i

and both (so I think) were once villages, the sites of
present-day farmstead. o
Hunshelf means ‘Hun’s shelf or ledge’, a description tha
Mrs. Crossland says. In all probability Hun was the first
site. How far back he lived, we have no means of knowing
was one Alric, and though the estate passed to a powe
Alric was allowed to stay on, possibly as the nominal ov n
of England, the Anglo-Saxon owners were completely dispe
conquerors, but in parts of Yorkshire many were allowed
attempt to pacify the North, as Yorkshire was involved
William the Conqueror in 1069. He repressed this rebelli
laying waste great tracts of countryside, which is why in
shelf is described simply as ‘waste’. It had been worth t
20 years later it was worth nothing. But farming must have
afterwards, and since then Hunshelf has had a continuous his
One other point which Mrs. Crossland makes is wortt
certainly right in thinking that there was once a villa
mentions a field called “Town Field’, which she thinks
communal use of the people at that time. In fact I
represents the side of the ‘jost village’ of Hunshelf, D¢



Like Hunshelf, Wilstrop takes
means “Wifel's .IIIO'P s afld ‘th
irom an older village. It is possi
Jhich Wilstrop later appears to be
varston (now called Long Marst,
have been a formidable .bamer
varston and Tockwith in Dom
" At any rate, Wifel founded a n
unknown date. In 1066 a large.
was held by a Saxon Aelfwin, who &
under a Norman overlord—Osbern ¢
Aclfwin, as Hunshelf was of A :

We do not know the size of
shelf) owing to the way in w
shire. We get our first idea of
before the Black Death, whe
cottages, a fairly large village
village survived down to the clos
lated by the local squire—Wilstr
thought that the New Rich of

about the depopulation of so-ﬁl

cattle and sheep pastures rather,' 'l
' many cases that we know

The old village of Wilstrop
¢val farms are now repre
old village site is completely d




FOUR YORKSHIRE FAR)

farmers was owned in former times by people of high

The name seems to be derived from some ‘shelving’ tow
Book it is written Hunescelf, meaning *Hin’s Scelf”, a _
the positioning of our land bears this out. Hiin was the |
The same name occurs in Hunslet, now a suburb of

The site is a fairly sheltered one and although we are
the full force of the wind. A few trees strategically placed |
act as a windbreak. i

The soil is a light loam, and the type of farming mixe d. We I
cattle, sheep, pigs, and grow oats, potatoes and turnips.

We have had a mains water supply only since 1949, Bef
pumped from a well situated at the far side of the farmyar
farm side of the wall. As there are some old steps leading ove:
the pump-house we conclude that this well, apart from sup R
been used also by the villagers of long ago. There is an
front garden, covered now of course, but it was used by ou
the beginning of this century. They stopped usi g this well a
taste as that from the other well near the road. e

The farmstead is fairly central in relation to its fields,
mile west of the present-day village of Greenmoor, I am
Hall on this same site was once near the centre of a mec
in addition to the fact that Hunshelf is mentioned in

very old house—Don Hill—are the only ones remaining
day village. The people who used the stocks, the well, an
must have lived four or five centuries ago or possibly lor
more. The reason for the shift in population was the stc
developed during the nineteenth century near Greenmoor.
houses were built there to be nearer to the men’s work. .

It is on record that Ailric the Saxon held three carucates of I
the Conquest, but they were returned as ‘waste’ in tl
likely that a mesne Jord was placed here in Norman
two charters belonging to the reign of Henry III or Edward L. 1
of William de Hunescelf, gives to Elias de Walderscelf, e C
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<celf formerly held wit
de Hlmel;":mi" of Hunescelf.”
corm att 3
@ vard, son of Adam, and
Hundeschelf, at the r

ntinued to hold the estate is

“f jescent which the manor tool
.:jnccstor of the present Earl.Of: i

ihat the older part of our existing

o carly Jacobean. At any rate it

eye, that the present Hunshelf Hall
The old part appears to have bex
This floor, added later, ‘cuts’ the

is down at floor level. It has iron

the stonework more weatherworn

was a fire at Hunshelf Hall in the e
destroyed, together with a lot of

vived the fire. We call it the back
before I came here. It used to
copper. We only use it as a store
space. In the upper room the ceiling
ancient wooden timbers. ,

The greater part of the existing |

one in 1746 by the owner at that f

The builder’s initials and date are
side of the house. This George ,

the area, a sort of country squire.
develop at Penistone, 4 miles away, b
fluth all the way to Sheffield. The
“n¥ person who took any kersey, D
lshfp‘cmber 1743 should incur a per }]{
v s
R n destroyed in t '
' this interesting little bit of

'6th January 1639 Elizabeth
:" shillings and a small brass
a:; ?:led 6d.” The last of the '

Was then bought
€n my h <




FOUR YORKSHIRE “'
was noticed that the glass was thicker than that in the ol

1746 window and has scratched on it Dear Mis ll' er.”
after the Walkers let it to the Coldwell family who rmed
the ‘gentleman farmer’ class as can be gleaned from .
of the carly life of one oflhc. old men of the ﬂﬂ. 0
story to the writer, making hn'murk.x.u the end, b g w
boyhood in the 1840s and of his fumly-s poverty, he d he
starvation by the kindness and generosity of Mr. John C Id
often gave him food to take home. At the bm‘ is
held in the big room here on Sundays, hknbyth-A :
Sheffield by train to Wortley Station to preach h.l the Chap
come on the Saturday evening and be ‘put up’ here

Ty
- .

servants, and farm workers would all assemble ll*_x.‘-
which the parson would leave for the village and the M. X
say, ‘Now lads, back to work for you all’. 4
The Taylor family followed the Coldwells in 1904 ani rem
family took it in 1946. In Mr. Taylor's day they still mployed
seasonal helpers, and kept four working horses. Now r
time man and occasional casual help, but then he has
machinery. | think | am the first woman to look after
then I am the first to have electricity and mod. cons., so th
make any butter or bake my own bread as my prede eSSOTS ¢
The room we now use as a sitting-room was, to all
originally, with large open fireplace. This is evident as you .
set into the walls round and at either side of the firen e, T
modern-looking one, and had been put in before we ume |
with the character of the room. If I could afford the m ney 1
it all knocked out and expose at least some of the original
fireplace suitable for it. This room has two huge oak beams '
haven't been plastered over. We have three other l’m
the old back kitchen, two passages, two staircases, and five
upstairs. There is a large cellar and a smaller one under tw
both with huge stone salting slabs, now obsolete, I'm ¢
During our twenty years’ stay here we have ed from
paraffin lamps to electricity, earth closets to flush toilets, tin
and have become connected to the outside world by teleph
Spite of these necessary changes, this house retains much of
I would love to know more about the place, particularly
built, and I hope at a not too far off future date to be able
in its history, | A
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